
Dear Princeton Charter School Community, 
  
As we diligently worked over the last four months to formulate a reopening plan, we have focused on three key 
considerations: ensuring the safety of our students and staff, gathering input from all of the constituencies in our 
community, and creating the best possible conditions to continue Charter’s standards for excellence in education. 

 Over the past several months, Princeton Charter School’s Administration, Board, and Reopening Advisory Committee, 
collaborated to provide significant input into each of the plans we were directed to create by the New Jersey Department of 
Education. I am deeply grateful for the tireless efforts of all who contributed to the planning and for the detailed feedback 
and information we received from families, students, and staff who completed the surveys that we distributed. 

 After careful consideration, we have decided that it is best overall for the school to start the year with a continuation of 
remote learning.  As a result, we are applying to the New Jersey Department of Education for permission to start the 2020-
21 academic year with remote instruction only.  
  
This decision has not been easy. We have been fully committed to following two guiding principles and priorities: The 
physical and emotional safety and wellbeing of all members of the PCS community and Charter’s tradition and standards of 
excellence in education. 
  
Making this decision now allows for us — the Charter Community — to focus our efforts on ensuring the best possible 
remote learning plan, and allows families time for planning and preparation as well. 
  
We have invested significant resources to improve upon the remote learning model that we implemented this past 
spring:  We have upgraded our online learning platform to enable even more dynamic instruction and greater student 
engagement. Faculty are being instructed as to how best to utilize this technology and we are confident that we will be able 
to offer the kind of instruction for which Charter has been awarded and recognized. With this plan, I feel strongly that we 
can protect our students, faculty and community while simultaneously offering a rigorous, meaningful, and valuable 
educational experience for our students. 

 Now we must focus our efforts on ensuring the best possible remote learning plan.  We will work on the implementation of 
Schoology as well as our understanding of remote instruction lesson design.  With this plan, I feel strongly that we can 
protect our students, faculty and community while simultaneously offering a rigorous, meaningful, and valuable 
educational experience for our students. 

 Note: We will follow the guidance of the New Jersey Department of Education to monitor health data in order to make a 
decision by October 30 whether it is possible to return to in-person instruction in November 2020. 

 We understand that this is very disappointing for students and families and that this will pose some significant challenges 
for everyone.  We will work hard to address the challenges posed by remote learning and to support students both 
academically, and in terms of social and emotional well-being. We will come back to you with more details on how we 
intend to do so.  

 We will also have a zoom meeting for parents on Thursday evening, August 20 at 6:00 PM. 

 Sincerely, 

Larry Patton 

Head of School  

 


